
ACROSS THE NEW YORK FOOTLIGHTS
By GEORGE JEAN NATHAN.

In every American city enjoying a

population of «ufflclent «lxe to war¬
rant more than one latter earlier, one

bakery-wagon boy and two profes¬
sional drunkards, there Is to be found
a collection of Individuals who meet
.vary few week· In som· on·» front
.parlor and simultaneously hav· a

plat· of le« cream and cak« and an

ambition to lmprolve the drama. The
majority of these congresses refer to
themselves by the name of "Stage ¦So¬
cieties." Things' have come to the
point. Indeed, where one of the«· atas;·
societies la as much a part of th« life
of an American vlllag« a· a framed
.epia lithograph of the Coliseum, a
phonograph record of Toatl'a "-Good¬
bye.·' and the belief that Mary Pick-
ford makes 1500.4)00 a year.
Not to fall behind such metropoli as

Ogrunts Palis and Appalgat· Cornera
N«w Vork has also com« to th· front
with a «tage aociety. And this par¬
ticular «tag· society has. In turn, now
come to the front with a production
upon the electric-lighted promontory
of the Gaiety Theater of a play by a
Mr. Daniel Garretson calUd "Th· Soul
Machine." , In Ju«t what manner N«w
York Stag· Society Lodge MMDCXI
believes to uplift or otherwi·· Im¬
prove th· native platform with »uch
a play as "The Soul Machine" Is some¬
what uaeaay of appreciation. That I».
of course, granting thrs to b« the pur¬
pose of the organisation In point It
may be that the New York 8ta#;e So¬
ciety haa no such notion In ita con-
atltutlon. It may. In faith, be merely
a joy club or a dance-vereln, a gath¬
ering of congenial »oui» out for a high
old time who chancad accidentally to
call themeelvea a «tage »oclety for
want of a catchier name. But, not
being privy to other purposes. It r·-
malna only to take the organisation
literally and. so taking It, to approach
its public manifestations with a pro¬
fessional theatrical eye.
The Soul Machine," though credit¬

ed upon the play bill to the male
named above, is.at least according to
Broadway bookmakers who have laid
odda of one hundred to one on the
dark horse.a product of the pen of
Augustus Thomas. Whether or not
Mr. Thomaa is actually the chef of
the composition, one cannot with fur¬
ther definitene»« say. Tat so many
are the typical Thomaserles of the
play, eo seemingly obvious the give¬
aways, that the prevalent belief as
to the fathering of the piece may be
Indorsed with eome conviction. Basic¬
ally, the play echoes the scientific de¬
tective fictions begun some fifteen
years ago in the Strand Magasine by a
couple of cleverly minded Englishmen
and since pursued, five or six years back,
by Balmer and McHarg in Hampton's
and. currently. In divers Journale by Ar¬
thur B. Reeve. The natures of these Ac-

w tlons, the most recent of which reflect
the classroom addresses of such profes¬
sors of the occult as Herr Munsterberg,
of Harvard, 1« familiar to my flock
Some one, ao goes the recipe. Is suspected
of something The regular minions of
tbe law are baffled. Comes then Into the
rase one Rupert the Wise, a fellow of
science. Rupert attaches to the noae of
the suspect a malodororaeter. which Is to
say a baking-powder can filled with a
mixture of carbolic acid. Port Salut
cheese, perforated Bermuda onions and
Jockey Club perfume. The suspect. In¬
fluenced psychologically by the compound
and unable to resist the metaphysical
power of its fumes, thereupon betrays hi·
guilt by twitching hi« left eat.
Garnlahing a scientific triumph of this

species with a deal of muddy lecturing on
allied subjects, the author of the Stage
Society's exhibit has given birth to a
melodrama that reveals little else than a
hand skilled in the externals of plav-
maklng. The affair Is filled with much
opaque boeh and its rostrum animadver¬
sions upon various phases of hypnotism
and such Ilk. amusements are. to say the
least, suspiciously spooflsh. For example,
the play divulges an Instance of long¬
distance hypnotism that tickles th· rib·
even more wholesomely than the you-
ran't-pull-that-trigger whimsy of "The
Witching Hour." Certainly, this was not
meant seriously by the author. Indeed,
there are several points In the play that
Increase the conviction that tbe composi¬
tion was Intended as an experiment upon
the public, an effort to determine for once
and all just how much hocus-pocus It
would stand.
There Is one scene In the pleca that

contain« good melodrama material of the
patent kind, thia the scene wherein th«
.'Soul Machin·." or so-called psycho-
meter. Is demonstrated. The flicker of
the Instrument'» light In a darkened
room as gradually it betrays the villain's
unwilling reaction to certain gullt-faaten-
Ing words massages the average spine
with the proper degree of Impreasiveness.
But the balance of the script Is merely
windy. Among the feats performed by
the cast. In addition to the long-distance
hypnotism coup already alluded to. la tbe
dreaming by a man's sister of the fel¬
low's death at the very moment he has
breathed hi· last, to aay nothing of a
side dish to the dream In which the
psychic baggage enjoy» a viiion of the
murderer whom (Feat No. 2) she later
recognises on the streets of «New Tork.
The brother (Feat No. 3). having been
done to death In Milwaukee. Besides
these juicy sperimene of the Imaaination.
there Is a succulent ado over auras, male
and female.
One cannot, to repeat, mistake the

Thomas touch, or Influence. There is In
the piece all the empty profundity, the
obscure dialectic. the pouter-pigeon
learning, to which we have grown ac¬
customed in the later works of this mis¬guided dramatist.a dramatist of ao keen
a skill in play-bulldlng that it Is some¬
thing of a pity he has not contented

^ himself with aiming merely to composeagreeable theatrical pastimes in lieu of
these drama· in whose theses he Is in¬
sufficiently lesrned and practiced The
cast which presented "The Soul Ma¬
chine" Included Vincent Serrano, Eu¬
gene O'Brien. Bennett Southard. Halen
Robertson. Edith Luckett and Jane Har¬
burg. The physical. If not th· psychical,
phases of the production were managed
with a sufficient measure of adroitness.

..If the·· Stag· Societies desire to accom¬
plish anything for tbe nattv· theater,
however. Ut them have done with the
promulgation of such stuffs as "The
Soul Machin«" and dig down into th·
trunk· of auch neglected and talented
writers for tbe theater as Tom Barry,
Zoe Aklna and the like. Meeting In
front parlors and dabbling with orange
ice· Is one thing. Producing "Soul Ma¬
chines" is one thing. But helping th«
American stag· Is yet another thingThe holiday upon the «tag« of the Em¬
pire Is being celebrated, aa custom holds,
with Barrle's rare weave, "Peter Pan,"
I have. In the ten years since Its Initial
presentation, written often and much of
thta eerie and joyful play.but never have
I been able so «ptly to cast Its spiritinto type as now my rotund friend.
Robert Hobart Davis, katser-ln-cblef of
the publication« of the House of Munsey,has contrived to cast it Boo Davis, asthe world more familiarly know· the
man, upon the opening of the play thesther night, sent to Maude Adams s let¬ter. This letter, which till now no on·
out Davis, the lady herself and I havelaid eyea upon, convey· ao happily thetaanm* which "Peter Pan" and it« prin¬cipal exponent spread, like chiffon rose¬
mary, over an audience ef aere and cynic

4. aeui».It h«» In It ? nh-ely a critique4>f the work.that ? am gratified to haveusad my witchcraft «ucceasfully againstIts scrivener and by such foul meansto hav» persuaded hbn to permit me togive it to you. The letter:Dear Peter Pan: Every year I «wait forrom to com« back to N«w Tork. My folks

d4>n't let me go to the theater often.
They are trying to bring me up right
They dont understand shows like I do
but I Intend to »ee Peter Pan every
year, you bet. 1 wonder if you ever
?- -ed m· «itting In tbe theater when
you wre playing Peter Pan? I never
take my eyes offen you.
Tueeday night I'll be sittln down »tatrs

somewhere with another boy fifty-two| years old. I am only 417. Both of tu I·
erasy about you.
In the scene where the Indians appear! and you and th· whole bunch I· down

In the cellar, I'm goln to give a Uttle
war whoop, hopln you'll hear It. I'll make
It very soft and low. Perhaps «win to
the cave you can't bear me at all. But
later on when you walk up to the pirate

! and give him that awful call you ean
hear my heart beat If you 1 lesen; then
you'll know where I am.

I dont want anybody to know that
I'm writing to you Peter because most
people can't understand. Liasen Peter!
I can't go to steep sometimes after aeeln
you tn the «how. My folks who are very
old-fashioned, won't Ut me hang around
«¿he «tage entrance or I would be there
some evening to make you a low respect-
ful bow.
Pleaa» remember Peter, play your very

beat because I told my pal that you
were the greatest actor In the world
am', we expect to have the night of our
Uves next Tuesday.
Liasen Peter! When you fly swsy on

the mind couldn't you fly over m« and
drop something so I could remember youI by It?

>« ?1, I suppose you're busy getting
ready for the show. So am I.
Father ssys when I grow up I won't

care so much for the theater but no¬
body can keep me away as long as you're
acting.
My pal asks me to send you hU love

but I told him he can't do thst 'less he
seen you set and an I have saw you
1 send mine Instead. ,

Hopln you'll fly over as suggested, I
am

Tours forever,
(Signed) ROBERT H. DAVIS.

P. S.V hen you hear that heart «top
beatln, it'· mine and you oan start lt
up again by Just on« little kind look.

(Signed) BOB DAVI&
P. P. ß..I'll be wearin a bUck »v!t of

clothe·, white «hirt. whit· cravat and
patent leather »hoes (you can't see 'em
but you can bear 'em.) You can't ml»-take me. (Signed) BOB.
You know! (Signed) B.

At the Prince·» Theater, a mualcal
entertainment la derived from PhilipBarthoiomae's farce "Over Night" Th·
production U sponsored by the Marbury-Comatock Company and contains a
measure of lilting, if already familiar,
syncopation, together with some rather
jocose gymnastics by John Hasxard. a
very pretty face by Alice Dovey. some
eye-piquing costume· from the hand of
Melville Ellis and from the mill of
Hickson. several plnchable ladles In and
out of the chorus, a aorry Ford jest,
a sport shirt, a burlesque scene from
Marie CahiU's last season's failure
Ninety In the Shade" a song from Elsie
Janla's this season's failure "Misa In¬
formation." a pair of bUck and whit«
checkered apata, a number of melodies
by Jerome Kern that sound very much
like Mr. Jerome Kern's "Same Sort of
Girl" which In turn sounded very much
like Mr. Jerome Kern « "You're Here
and I'm Here," a half dosen naughty
mots one of which Is funny, and a good
bit of clowning by Ernear Truex.

ÌINFANT PRODIGY SAYS *

SHE WAS BORN THAT WAY
"Mlle. Sugar Plum,'* Alias

Manlynn Miller, Who Will
Be Seen at the Belasco
Theater Soon With Winter
Garden Show, Has Spent
Most of Her Life Eluding
Gerry Society.

"Living down the reputation of an In¬
fant prodigy," aay« Marilynn Miller, who
will dance at the Belasco Theater for
one week beginning January IT, In th«
Winter Garden revue. "The Paaslngj
Show of IMS,'' "U not an eaay matter.
For twelve years I was under Its spell,
but my «scape came one year and a

half ago when 1 wa« able to pUy for,
the first time before a metropolitan su-
dlence at the New York' Winter Gerden.
Prevlcu« to that I wa» banished to the
territory outlying New York and Illinois,
because the law would not permit me to
appear In either of those States.
"How did I happen to be an infant

prodigy? It was the most natural thing
In tha world. I guess I wss born that
way. My father and mother and two
sisters were all performer», my fsther.
Caro Miller, having been on the stage
since he was a boy. He was living.
In Findlay, Ohio, when the Juvenile 'Pln-jafore' erase flrst swept the country from
ocesn to ocean snd, possessing a good
vole·, he ran away from home and Join¬
ed one of those organisations, singing
the role of Sir Joseph Porter. That, I
believe, was tbe beginning of our career
on the »tage. By and by, after he had
become of age and was than an estab¬
lished performer, he married and when
my two «later« came and they grew
old enough thev were added to tbe act,
which waa called The Columbian Four.'
My aliter Ruth was a wonderful soft
¦hoe dancer and wa· called 'the female
George Primrose.' Claire, the other, waa
also a very elevar dancer, but her real
forte wa· th· piano.
"When I was born, however, there was

never any thought of my going on the
¦tag·. My boma by th· way, was In
EvansvtIU. Ind.. and not Findlay. Ohio.
As soon as I ««ras old enough I w·· bun-
died up and taken along with the act.
One day I aaw a moving picture of a
Russian ballet dancer and I waa so Im¬
pressed with the work of this woman
that I began Imitating her. Of course.
I had seen my sisters dance on the stage,
but they never seemed to mske the same
impression.
"They encouraged my efforts snd as I

persisted mother made a crinoline skirt
for me and my debut occurred on August
90, 1908, at Lake Side Park, Dayton. Ohio,
and even today mother prises this little
dress of mine more dearly than anything
she possesses. I was billed as -Mile.
Sugar Plum.' and It was all on «account
of me that father and mother and my
sisters put In ten years of the wildest
traveling, I think, any act has been
compelled to undergo. You see there
were a number of States In which I dare
not act and many a time father has had
to book towns along the bordar of a
State In order to be abU to escspe across
the line In esse the officers attempted
to capture me. However, during these
years we found work and peace In Can¬
ada. Hawaii, the Weit Indie» and in
England. A» I grew older 'Mile. 8ugar
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Plum' waa dropped and"we were then
billed as The Five Columbian·.'
"About three years ago we want to

London to appear In a big revue, but
sister Ruth married shortly after we
arrived, as did sister Claire. That U how
It came about that I danoed alene in
London and had the good fortune to meet
Mr. I.ee Shubert.
"So now that I am 16.1 feel like a

grandmother. I hope no one will call
me a prodigy. I'm Just a plain llttl» girl
who dances because she loves to."

THEATRICsU BRIEFS.
Fred Q. Berner »««urnas the manage¬

ment of Pol! s Theater thl· week. Mr
Cone, who ha» been the m»n»ser for trie
l*at »la months, leave« thi» morning In
til» atuomobile fot New Haven. Conn.,
the head office ot the Poll orsanlsation.

Mary Nasi) has bren engaged b> Klaw
and Erlanger and George C. Tyler to
? reate the l«j»dlnK rol» In "The Ohio
Lady." the new pi«y by Booth T»rklng-
ton and .Tuliats S: ,.·

When Henry w. Savage produun
"Alone Cam» Ruth." at th« Olympic
Theater, Chlcaso, the tttl« rol«, which la
to be played thl» «seek by Florence Rlt-
tenhouae. was enacted by Florence 8hlr-
ley the attractive little leading woman
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recently «fen in Washington in «upport·
of T*>._,r Holmes ir. "itisi Majeat« Bunk¬
er Besa."

Albert Hoaooe. one time i.sding men ef
the Poll Player», gave hie first perform-
wnr. in support of WtUfirn K»ver»h».Ti
In "The Hawk »t the Belasco Theater

'last Monday evening
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"David Gatricfc ~ «which «jrill be the Umrm
coaaedy la the re»«Heir« E. H. ¿other«
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where h» l» at ?ree«? t appeerlag Si
"Lord Dundreary "
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